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THE Government has come under intensifying pressure to reverse shock moves to scrap
mobility grants for the disabled.

Opposition parties have described the decision that affects around 5,000 people as scandalous
and reprehensible, and have demanded an immediate U-turn.

But Taoiseach Enda Kenny insisted the schemes were illegal, obsolete and discriminatory,
and needed to be replaced with a fairer and more appropriate regime.

"These two schemes - the motorised transport grant and the mobility allowance - are illegal,
are not in conformity with the Disability Act, are not in conformity with the Equal Status Act,
and are not in conformity with our constitution,” Mr Kenny said.

"We cannot stand over a scheme that is obsolete, that is unfair, that is discriminatory, that is
not in compliance with these acts and therefore we have got to deal with it.”

Ombudsman Emily O'Reilly had ruled last year that the scheme as it stood was illegal as it
was not open to over 65s. She asked for it to be expanded.

The Department of Health accepted the scheme breached equality laws but said it could not
afford the €300m to widen eligibility.

Ms O'Reilly publicly criticised Health Minister Dr James Reilly at an Oireachtas committee
for refusing to act on her ruling and widen the allowance.

Meanwhile, Age Action warned scrapping the schemes would have a huge impact on
thousands of low-income people who depend on them.

Spokesman for the charity Eamon Timmins said the Government must have a replacement
allowance lined up for after the last payments are made.

"Failure to have a replacement scheme agreed within four months will result in severe
financial hardship 10,000 people with a disability, and this is totally unacceptable,” Mr
Timmins said.

The Centre for Independent Living said the Government's decision was an attack on the
rights of disabled people, and that the move would make them prisoners in their own homes.



But Mr Kenny said the criteria for the outmoded schemes were devised in 1979 - and that
what it means to be disabled has changed over the years.

He insisted a "sunset period” would be in place for the mobility allowance - at €208.50 per
month - meaning people currently receiving the payment will continue to do so for four
months.

He said the €10.6m saved by eventually ceasing both schemes will be ring-fenced for
replacement allowances.

But he did not indicate a timeframe for introducing a new scheme.
Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams argued the disabled and disadvantaged have continued to
suffer at the hands of the Fine Gael-Labour coalition, which he has claimed is more interested

in protecting the financial interests of "the golden circles".

Meanwhile, Fianna Fail leader Micheal Martin accused the Government of failing to consult
with disability groups over its "unprecedented™” announcement.

Groups were informed of the development on Tuesday - on the same day the Department of
Health made its announcement.
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