Informational Bulletin

Weekly update for CIL network

CIL News

Dear all members of the CIL Network,

Another week is gone and it was a very interesting week indeed in terms of
national affairs.

Thank you all very much for spreading the word about the course in Disability
Studies, which is going to start this September. Please continue in encouraging
your local Leaders, PAs, colleagues and partnering organisation in enrolling
themselves for the course. Based on the response the locations will be set to suit
all participants. The cost of the course is €1,200 per participant and bursaries
might be available. For more information visit our website at
http://www.dublincil.org/disability studies training.html or contact Naoise
Cunningham at 01-8730455 / naocisecunningham@dublincil.org

The Council Officers Dermot Hayes and Maura O’Keeffe met in Ennis on Friday
24™ April and couple of decisions were made. First of all the date of the next
Council meeting was set for Saturday 27" June 2009. The location of this
meeting will be Waterford and | will be in touch with you all to confirm the venue
and circulate the agenda next week. For the time being mark this date in your
diaries to ensure you won'’t miss this event.

The Report of the CIL Internal Survey results is finished and will be launched in
Dublin on Thursday 28™ May 2009. The venue will be confirmed by the end of
next week. As you all took part in this, it would be great to see as many faces as
possible, so please mark this date in your diaries as well.

We are still waiting for the European Network on Independent Living to confirm
the final draft of agenda of this year's Strasbourg Freedom Drive. Once this is
done, we will be onto you with all information available, contacting MEPs, making
arrangements and so on. If you should have any questions prior to this, please
contact myself or Naoise at 01-8730455 / barborakorandova@dublincil.org /
naoisecunningham@dublincil.org

| hope to see you all very soon!
Best Regards,
Barbora Korandova

Finance & Communications Officer
Center for Independent Living



National Affairs

John Moloney remains in his office

On Wednesday 22" April 2009 the list of new Ministers of State has been
presented to the Dail. Thirteen out of the twenty outgoing Ministers of State were
reappointed as well as two new appointments. John Moloney retains his office
gaining some more responsibilities. His full title is: Minister of State at the
Department of Health and Children, Education and Science, Enterprise, Trade
and Employment and Justice, Equality and Law Reform, with special
responsibility for Equality, Disability Issues and Mental Health.

Equality & Rights Alliance (ERA)

On Thursday 23™ April 2009 the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform,
Dermot Ahern, was questioned about the Equality Authority again. The Minister
agreed on reviewing the budget of the organisation. This was welcomed very
cautiously by the Equality & Rights Alliance (ERA). Chairperson Joanna McMinn
also stressed that the proposed analysis of the agency’s budget, efficiencies and
capacity must take into account the value for money review of the Equality
Authority already carried out by Deloitte Touche at a reported cost of €100,000.

ERA was established in August 2008 following reports of a merger of five State
bodies, including equality and human rights bodies. The merger did not go ahead
but was instead replaced, in Budget 2009, with savage budget cuts of 43% to
The Equality Authority and 24% to the Irish Human Rights Commission meant
that they cannot function as they need to. The Equality Authority was further hit
with the announcement that the decentralisation of Authority staff to Roscrea
would continue. ERA continues in its campaign defending and strengthening
equality and human rights in Ireland by building a strong alliance of civil society
groups that will hold the Government and State bodies accountable for the Irish
equality and human rights infrastructure.

European Affairs

European Disability Forum (EDF) Campaign

European Disability Forum (EDF) launched a new website “Disability Votes
Count”. The website is highlighting the importance of votes of disabled European
citizens during the elections to the EU Parliament in June 2009. The manifesto
“Nothing about disabled persons without disabled persons” details top ten
demands regarding participation of disabled EU Citizens in the elections such as
the right to equal access for voting and participation in electoral campaigns, but
also the ratification and implementation if the UN Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities and the right to live independently in the community and
make choices in life.



The website offers a map linking you to the parties participating of he elections in
all 27 member states, a section dedicated to disabled EU Citizens, candidate
MEPs and electoral authorities.

Visit the website at http://www.disabilityvotescount.eu/en/index.php




Education & Training

Effective Board Meetings

The Carmichael Centre in Dublin will hold another training session dedicated to
Board and Committee members on 18™ May 2009. The trainer Sheila Cahill will
go through the techniques of running effective Board meetings. She will also
include a section on how to deal with unhelpful meeting behaviour. The cost of
the course is €100 per participant for members and non-staffed groups, €120 per
participant for Voluntary and Community Groups and €140 per participant for
FAS project participants and statutory sector staff members.

For more information please contact Derek O’Reilly (Training & Support Service
Manager in Carmichael Centre) at 01-8735282 /
derekoreilly@carmichaelcentre.ie




Nonviolent Crisis Intervention Training Programme

The Crisis Prevention Institute will hold its next training session in Limerick on

22" _ 25" June. The training programme aims to show how to recognize verbal

and non-verbal signs, which may precede an aggressive episode. There are

three different options participants can chose from:

- one-day introductory seminar (€349 + VAT)

- two-day comprehensive workshop (including a practical part where the
participants can practice different techniques and methods they've learnt
(€599 + VAT)

- four-day instructor certification programme (€939 + VAT)

The registration form is available online at

http://www.crisisprevention.co.uk/pdf/08-WWD-FOR-022.pdf

You can also contact the Crisis Prevention Centre directly at +44-161-9299777 /

enquiries@crisisprevention.com




IF THERE IS ANYTHING RELEVANT YOU OR YOUR
ORGANIZATION WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH THE
NETWORK, PLEASE EMAIL BARBORA AT
barborakorandova@dublincil.org




